
Name: Jimmy and Katia Rocks 

Location: Florianopolis, Brazil

Our role: We are leading a  
church that we planted, sharing 
Jesus and training others to  
do the same.

Our call: To share the good news 
of Jesus, to make followers of 
Jesus and to plant new churches 
that will impact the local 
community positively.

Continued over the page

The call in action

Dear friends,

It’s been a while since our last official link letter and the time has 
flown by. We had a good last few months in Brazil before returning 
to the UK on home leave.

In October, at the national Vineyard conference in Mogi das 
Cruzes in São Paulo state, our church was officially released as part 
of the Association of Vineyard Churches in Brazil. This means that 
our status is no longer a “church plant” but instead a fully-fledged 
church, properly recognised as a legal entity. 

The same month saw “Children’s Day” in Brazil. To commemorate 
this, we held a special afternoon event for kids called “Deus 
Grandão” (meaning great big God). There was a mix of church and 
non-church kids enjoying crafts, music, theatre and hearing about 
God’s love. The following month, we held baptisms for five people in 
a church member’s swimming pool, followed by a barbecue. 

We headed back to England at the beginning of December, 
leaving our leadership team in charge of the church. It was a 
shock to the system leaving the very hot and sunny weather in 
Florianópolis and arriving back to the cold in Bristol. However, it 
was lovely to connect with friends and family but our time felt very 
intense as we tried to pack a lot into a short space of time with a 
loaded itinerary. It was really humbling to see the enthusiasm from 
our supporting churches as they heard about what God is up to in 
Florianópolis and we were warmly received. 

God was very good to us during our time in the UK. We were 
able to have a flat to ourselves in Bristol (given for free) and were 
also very kindly lent a vehicle by a member of St Michael’s Stoke 
Gifford (where Jimmy was curate before moving to Brazil). We were 
so encouraged by seeing how God was moving in many of 
the churches, envisioning people to play their part in God’s 
mission at home and abroad. We saw people empowered by 
the Spirit of God and the Spirit moving powerfully through 
healings. 

Some other highlights included taking the New Wine 
Discipleship Year students from Cheltenham out onto the 
high street to offer prayer to those we had meet. Before we 
began, one of the girls on the course had seen some Unicef 
workers and felt a nudge from God to seek them out later. 
While we were doing the outreach, we approached them 
and offered prayer; the man I prayed for had a bad neck 
and he allowed me to pray for it and was healed – he was 
amazed. Afterwards in the local shopping centre, I prayed 
for a Muslim man who had repaired my iPhone battery. I 
sensed he had neck pain and asked if I could pray for him. 
He was very open and felt a lot of heat in the region during the 
prayer and his pain subsided. In both cases we were able to share 
more about the love of God. 

I (Jimmy) also went to South Wales to preach at a healing service 
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during the week and felt a very strong sense of the presence 
of God and a real expectancy in the air even before the 
service had started. Earlier that day, I had visited the church 
centre and got talking to one of the mums whose son was at 
the church youth club. I had a sense that God wanted to do 
something in her life and that she had a bad back so I told 
her what I sensed. She was quite taken back and explained 
that she had a lot of pain due to scoliosis. Together with the 
vicar, I prayed for her and she was touched powerfully and 
completely healed. Our message to visiting churches has 
always been that the same God who works wonders in Brazil 
and around the world still works wonders today in the UK.

While we were back in the UK, Davi and Joanna spent two 
months at a local school in Bristol which was great for them 
and gave our family a good routine during the week and a 
resemblance of normal life. 

We are now back in Brazil after having a bit of time off at the 
end, spending a few days sightseeing in London, Paris and Rome. 
Our challenges ahead include finding a new, larger space for the 
church to meet, and strengthening the core group charged with 
planting a new congregation more centrally in the city. 

We also need to boost our financial support as there is a 
deficit in our CMS budget so please do have a think and pray 
about whether God is asking you to help out. If you want 
to get in touch with us about this, then please do so or visit 
our own page on the CMS website, which has a link to our 
giving: churchmissionsociety.org/rocks You can also contact 
Paul Read, people in mission funding manager, on paul.read@
churchmissionsociety.org or by telephoning 01865 787525. 

Love from us all,

Jimmy, Katia, Joanna and Davi

Prayer and praise points: 
• Thank God for the great things he has been doing in the life of the 

church.

• Thank God for a good time back in the UK and the fellowship we 
enjoyed with different churches.

• Please pray for a fruitful term of service, that God would anoint 
and empower us and give us wisdom and discernment so that 
we can accomplish the things he wants to do here.

• Pray for us as we seek a new larger space to grow more as a 
church and better serve the local community.

• Pray for our support as a family, that God would supply our 
needs. Please also pray for protection, good health and that we 
would stay close to Jesus.

GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England  Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 

Photos from top to bottom: A family selfie in the snow; a selfie in Paris; Christmas 
Day in the Lake District; Katia leading a service at Vineyard Floripa.

Brazil mission: Did you know CMS supports 18 people in mission 
who are currently working or preparing to work in Brazil. To meet 
them, please go to: churchmissionsociety.org/brazil 

You can give to Jimmy and Katia at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/rocks

Contact details:  
jimmyrocks1@gmail.com
kkatia_700@hotmail.com
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