Mission Partner of the Month, July 2019
Joel Preston, Youth for Christ.
Dear friends at St Michael’s Church, Stoke Giﬀord, thank you so much for your support and
partnership in my ministry with Youth for Christ. I hope this newsletter conveys my gratitude
and how your support is making a diﬀerence in the lives of young people across the UK.

About me
I have been involved in Christian youthwork for 14 years, 7 of which as
Youth Minister at St Michael’s. Ever since August of 2004, when I first
prayed that God would break my heart for teenagers, I have followed
His calling and worked to see young people become life-long
disciples of Jesus. It was this that led to me being appointed Director
of Evangelism & Mission at Youth for Christ in October 2018, a
national role based out of our oﬃce in Halesowen, Birmingham.

Youth for Christ

Billy Graham preaching

British Youth for Christ was formed in 1946 following Billy Graham’s
visit to the UK. To this day we exist to show Jesus in a way that is
relevant to every young person in Britain. We do this in places like
schools, prisons, churches, local communities and youth clubs, using
sport, music, the arts, technology and more. Whether it be through
our 60+ local centres, our national ministries or our online presence,
we demonstrate the love of God, declare who Jesus is, encourage a
decision to follow Him and disciple young people to live their lives to
the full. In short, we are all about seeing young people’s lives
changed by Jesus. In 2018, we engaged with 746,735 young people
in the UK and we know of at least 1,000 teenagers who became
Christians for the first time, responding to an opportunity through
one of our events.

My work
As Director of Evangelism and Mission at British Youth for Christ, my role is to provide
leadership and management of a number of teams to reach young people across the UK
with the good news of Jesus. These include;
• Prisons teams - working with young oﬀenders
across the UK.
• MyLife course team - An accredited course
for those out of the education system
• Touring teams - A band, a dance group and a
mobile, 3600 classroom that visit schools and
share the Gospel.
• The Year Out programme - 11 month training
scheme for young leaders and evangelists
• The Diversity team - Engaging with BAME
young people to tell them about Jesus
• The Evangelism team - Those who proclaim
the good news online, at conferences and at
churches etc.
• The Youth Evangelism Conference team - A
national conference to equip leaders to reach
young people.

One of the touring bands I lead, “The Sense” performing
a song about grace to a school assembly

Having such a variety of teams to work with
means that no two days are the same for me in my
role. I could be leading meetings at our head oﬃce
in Halesowen, delivering an assembly in school,
coaching a team member in presentation skills,
participating in monthly leadership team meetings,
networking with youth leaders in Glasgow, taking
part in a Bible study in prison, leading worship at
national team meetings, interviewing for new team
members, planning conferences in London, visiting
local centres across the UK and much more.
Ultimately my role is to lead, guide and grow my
team of 18 people to see young people’s lives
changed by Jesus as we seek to engage with
40,000 young people in the next 12 months.

The Youth for Christ Mission & Evangelism team, which I
lead.

Recent News
A highlight for me this year has been teaching the Bible at Spring Harvest in the youth
venue. Here I was able to share about Jesus and about prayer with 800+ young people,
where we saw at least 25 young people choose to follow Jesus for the first time.
In my role, I chair the national Youth Evangelism
Conference that seeks to inspire and equip
leaders to reach young people. We delivered
this one day event over two sites, Cambridge
and Preston, seeing a total of 402 people attend
who gave feedback saying the input they have
received was “invaluable and powerful” and that
their outreach to young people will “benefit
greatly as a result”.
Interview of a teenage evangelist at The Youth Evangelism
Conference, a national event which I chair.

In May, I hired a Digital Evangelist, Ben Cutting,
to my team to focus on sharing his faith over
Youtube. Previous research commissioned by
Youth for Christ showed that 87% of young people watch Youtube at least once a week, and
that 77% of teenagers rank it in their top 3 social media sites. Ben’s role is to create content
that will introduce young people to Jesus and point them to the local church.

Prayer requests
I would value your prayers for all aspects of Youth for
Christ's work, but particularly in the following areas;
• Opportunities for me and my team to engage with
40,000 young people in the next 12 months, oﬀering as
many as possible a chance to come to faith in Jesus
• The many other departments beyond mine, including
our local centres, as together we seek to beat last
year’s total of engaging with 746,735 teens
• For our push into digital evangelism to be fruitful
• For the growth and work of our prisons teams which I
oversee, sharing the Gospel in Young Oﬀenders
Institutes around the country

Our touring dance group “Stance”, made up of
volunteers from our Year Out programme,
which I am responsible for.

Thank you
Without your support, I can not be as eﬀective in reaching this generation of young people
through the teams I lead and serve. Together we are making a diﬀerence. Thank you.
If you would like to find out more about Joel’s work with Youth for Christ, you can visit
www.yfc.co.uk, email Joel.Preston@yfc.co.uk, or speak to MAG link partner, Helen Culshaw.

