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Ruslan is the Pastor of Gotesti Baptist Church in Moldova, a small country in 

Eastern Europe, located between Romania and Ukraine. The Pastor of the 

church in the adjacent village, Chircani, has moved to work abroad, so Ruslan 

is currently also running the church in Chircani. He is also leading the youth 

work in both villages, as the church member previously undertaking youth 

work is working abroad too. Larisa runs the Day Care Centre for vulnerable 

children, which is held in Gotesti Church. She also supervises the Sunday 

School. Ruslan and Larisa get frequent calls for help from local residents. 

They respond with practical and spiritual help as they are able. 

 

For 20 years: Worshipping God and serving the people 

August 8, 2019 marked the 20th anniversary of the opening of Gotesti church and a special celebration was held on 

Sunday 11th, for which the church was packed. There were existing church members and those who returned from 

other countries especially for the occasion. Ruslan and Larisa have served the church in Gotesti throughout this twenty 

year period. 

 

 

 

 

 

Three people were also baptised, including Ruslan and 

Larisa’s son David. 

 

 

The service was a joyful occasion and fellowship continued afterwards during a meal outside + a celebration cake. 
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A small team from the UK was invited to attend the anniversary events. Mary Cottrell, Chris Gane and Patricia 

Holroyd joined in the celebrations and visited a number of church        

members in their homes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Life is difficult in Moldova and people’s stories are often heart-breaking, due to: 

Lack of paid work Separation of families, with many people working abroad 

Poverty   Alcoholism  Domestic violence 

 

Ruslan has a heart for sharing the gospel at every opportunity, sowing seeds of faith and hope, and for Bible teaching 

and discipleship. The church provides practical help to those in the greatest need, such as by giving food parcels and 

providing firewood for the coldest winter months. 

This year is the 10th year that St Michael’s Church has had a link with the Telpiz family and Gotesti Church. 

A message to St Michael’s Church from Ruslan and Gotesti Church (from Psalm 23): 

“We are very happy to have a link with you. Thank you for praying for us. We have the same Shepherd, we have the 

same hope and we have the same Father, who loves us. God bless you”. 

 

Prayer points 

1. Pray for strength and wisdom for Ruslan and Larisa in their busy lives, 

running two churches, youth and children’s work, including the Day Care 

ministry, and responding to frequent requests for help. 

2. Pray for God’s blessing on Ruslan and Larisa’s marriage, as they 

celebrate 20 years together this summer, and for their children David, 

Ruth and Emili. 

3. Pray for the Day Care Centre for vulnerable children, providing food, 

activities, Bible stories and help with schoolwork. That seeds of faith would 

be nurtured in the hearts of the children, providing a strong foundation as they grow up. 

4. Pray for more helpers for Ruslan and Larisa in their ministry. Many people are leaving Moldova to seek work in 

other countries. Pray that the Government would create more job opportunities within the country. 

 Link person at St Michael’s:  Mary Cottrell 

  

Ruslan’s newsletters are sent to St Michael’s via TEN (Transform Europe Network), a Bristol-based mission 

organisation involved with evangelism and social outreach in several countries in Eastern Europe and 

elsewhere. www.ten-uk.org 

 

Visiting local people in their homes 

http://www.ten-uk.org/

