
Halloween 
What’s it all about? 

What exactly is Halloween? 

There was a Celtic and Anglo-Saxon festival called Samhain 
(meaning the Lord of the dead). It marked the end of Sum-
mer and the beginning of Winter. It was a time when the 
dead were meant to re-visit the earth and evil spirits caused 
havoc! People lit fires and made a lot of noise to try and 
scare away the evil spirits.  

The medieval church provided an alternative to Samhain, 
celebrating All Hallows Day (All Saints day) on 1 November.  
And because of that,  31 October  became All Hallows eve 
or Halloween.  

 

Party time! 

Everybody loves a good party! There’s nothing wrong with 
that.  

Autumn is the beginning of the winter party period!  

Bonfire night, Christmas and New year all within the matter 
of a six week period!  

As the nights begin to draw in, the next big party event 
looms up  -  HalloweenHalloween!   

Many children will be involved dressing up like witches and 
ghosts, casting spells and Trick or Treating! 

www.stmichaelsbristol.org/lightparty2019 

Thursday 31 October  - St Michael’s Centre 
On Thursday 31 October we are having a Light Party for Pri-
mary School aged children! 
We do this each year so that children can celebrate light, 
instead of  the darkness that is often associated with 31 
October. It is always a lot of fun! 
We’re running two parties  

3.30pm - 5pm for Reception and KS1 ages 

5.30pm - 7pm for KS2 ages 

These will be drop-off and leave sessions in the auditorium. 
Crafts, games and food will be provided. 

Booking is essential (by Friday 25 October) 

Head to   www.stmichaelsbristol.org/lightparty2019 



Halloween Today 
All Hallows became a day to remember those who had 
died. It was meant to be a day to remember the ultimate 
triumph of good over evil.  

 
Have you noticed how Halloween today focuses on 

the evil rather than the good?  
 
Much of what we do to celebrate Halloween today, came 
from the USA. Apple bobbing, dressing up as witches, 
and trick or treating are a  direct import from the states. 
Halloween in the states is a huge thing! 
 
Today, more and more people like to celebrate at Hallow-
een. 
 

Celebrating Halloween in a safe way 

So what ways can we enjoy Halloween without getting 
drawn into the darker side of the celebration? Here are a 
few tips we’ve discovered:  

Be careful if you trick or treat. Children should have 
an adult with them.  

Avoid elderly people’s homes, as it can be scary to be 
faced with lots of people in costumes!  

Parents could talk through the original meaning of 
Halloween with their children. Think about: 

Who do we want to remember on All Hallow’s eve?  

Who’s life can we thank God for?  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Be aware of the darker spiritual side of Halloween.  

It’s dangerous to dabble with spiritual forces that we know 
nothing about.  
Whenever you mess with the occult, it’ll mess with you.  
Therefore avoid: Seances (even pretend ones!), ouija boards. 
Or trying to cast spells. 

 
Halloween doesn't have to be about glorifying the ugli-

ness of evil. It can be a fun time of fellowship for the whole 
family!  
Let the party be a safe one: Enjoy the fun, but be sensible!  

  

Halloween offers the opportunity to celebrate light. All 
Saints Day  1st November  helps people remember that 
death isn’t the end and that our life with God stretches be-
yond the grave.  

 

At St  Michael’s, we have a light party each year for pri-
mary School aged children.  
More details about this year’s event are on the back of this 
leaflet. 
 
And if you’re looking for a dose of the spiritual, why not pick 
up a booklet from Church called Why Jesus?  


