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Mission partner updates and prayer requests      April 2020 

 
 
 
 

 

Bristol - inHope 24.03.2020     

 
As a Christian homelessness charity, we are doing our utmost to continue to serve the last and least 
in our community. Bristol City Council have classed providing food to homeless people as an 
ESSENTIAL SERVICE. We are operating under government instructions in the following ways: 
  
1. EAST BRISTOL FOODBANK outlets are still open, running an ‘at the door’ service. Volunteers are 
using gloves to pack everything and are ensuring safe distances as they do this. The Foodbank team 
are looking at inviting households (those who live in the same house) to come and pack boxes as they 
are already in contact with each other at home anyway. They are also considering running a delivery 
service. 

  
2. THE WILD GOOSE is running a pop-up service outside Stapleton Road Chapel (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 
10:30am – 12:30pm), handing out drinks and snacks. Volunteers are using gloves, keeping a safe 
distance from each other and service users, and are minimising the handling of items. 
  
3. LIFE RECOVERY – all peer groups, AA & NA meetings across the city have stopped. Workers are 
making themselves as available as they can be to service users, via phone and email. 
  
4. SPRING OF HOPE WOMEN’S SHELTER is still closed. Conversations are ongoing about how they 
could open safely for service users and volunteers. Val and the team are available for one-to-one 
support, via phone calls, for existing service users. 
  
5. SPRUCING THE GOOSE. At the moment the renovation of the Wild Goose is still happening. It is a 
small team of 5 working to their own risk assessment and with PPE. We anticipate that they will carry 
on with the work for as long as they can before they might be told otherwise by government or when 
there is an issue with getting supplies. 
  
6. Bristol calls itself a ‘CITY OF SANCTUARY.’ Bristol City Council and homelessness charities are calling 
on hotels, B&Bs, and the Universities to make rooms available to house those who are sleeping rough, 
who are extremely vulnerable at this time. They are being asked to urgently contact the Bristol City 
Council housing team at this address – covid19.accommodation@bristol.gov.uk.  
If you know anyone in these industries, please share this message on. 
  
Prayer request 
Please be praying for all of the above and for the people without anywhere safe to go at this time.  
 
Sarah Luckwell 
inHope Communications & Supporter Engagement Officer 
 
 

inHope  Further update 27.03.2020: 
 
Our priority at the moment is East Bristol Foodbank. In just a week they have experienced an increase 
of 40% of food they have handed out. They are concerned that they may run out of food in a couple 
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of weeks as people panic buy or don't put items in the collection bins anymore. This is a link to the 
collection points: https://eastbristol.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/  
 
Please pray that people will continue to donate food. We have opened up an emergency appeal for 
additional costs and the long term effects that this will have on fundraising events and sponsored 
challenges being cancelled: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/inhope-emergency-appeal. 
  
Sarah Luckwell 
 
 

Network Counselling and Training, Bristol      02.04.2020 

Network is still delivering counselling and training. Network’s building (in Elm Park, Bristol) is shut and 
all the staff are working from home. Many clients chose to suspend their counselling, being unable to 
fit it in with other demands on their time and concentration. Counsellors are providing counselling to 
their remaining current Network clients by phone. Training for the Certificate and Diploma courses is 
being delivered on-line, while all other training events have been cancelled. All fundraising efforts 
involving the public have been cancelled. 

The worrying news is that Network’s finances are facing a catastrophic drop in income which puts the 
future of the organisation in doubt. This is heart-breaking given Network’s healthy financial situation 
of late. Network generates three quarters of its income from counselling and training activities. The 
trustees and senior staff firmly believe that Network’s counselling services will be needed more than 
ever at this time and in the coming year. 

 

Emergency appeal and request for prayer 

An emergency appeal for funds has just been launched by Network and grants from emergency trust 
funds will be requested, as well as making good use of any government support available. As part of 
the appeal, St Michael’s has been asked to give a contribution and this is being discussed.  

We are asked to urgently pray for Network – to hold before God Network’s desperate financial 
situation versus the huge need of distressed and suffering people, made so much worse by the current 
Coronavirus crisis. 

 

b.friend, Bristol  30.03.2020   

 
Update – effect of Coronavirus 
The danger of refugees and asylum seekers becoming isolated has become even more acute as a result 
of the current restrictions on mobility and social contact. The spread of Coronavirus adds another 
layer of uncertainty and worry to people’s already difficult lives. Even though the volunteers cannot 
go and visit people in person at this time, they continue to have contact with them by phone or using 
the technology that is available. The sewing machines used by the Craft Collective have been delivered 
to the homes of the women in the group, together with some fabric, so that the women can continue 
to make items while they have to stay at home. 
 
Prayer points  

- Please pray for refugees and asylum seekers who feel particularly alone and isolated during 
this time. Pray that God would comfort them and be close to them.  
 

- Pray for those who are self-isolating and don’t know others who are able or willing to help 
with food, medicine etc. Pray for God’s provision and for the right help to be available.  

https://eastbristol.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/inhope-emergency-appeal
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- Pray for those who are anxious about their asylum status and their future, that they would 

know God’s peace and have hope for the future.  
 

- Please pray for those who are vulnerable due to pre-existing health conditions, that they 
would be able to stay safe.  
 

- Please pray for Sam and all the volunteers with b.friend, that they would know how best to 
provide love and support to those in need. 

 

 

Upcott         01.04.2020 

 
We are living in a time when everyone’s life and plans have been affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic. That is also true for the work of Upcott. We were already in the middle of a major transition 
and this crisis is causing us to move more quickly in the direction we believe the Lord is revealing to 
us. 
 
As Trustees and Team, we believe that the Lord is calling us to expand the work from a few weeks in 
the summer to encompass the whole year. Over the last couple of years, we have begun this process 
with our online discipleship programme. Normally this would be coming to an end now, as we 
approach Easter, but this is not a normal year. So we are looking to accelerate our journey of 
transition. We are intending to expand our online discipleship programme after Easter. In addition, 
we are going to offer live online teaching each week, with interactive discussion groups as part of each 
session. We will also be able to provide one to one sessions with Andrew or Fiona for any young people 
or helpers who need to talk. We will be providing devotional material via social media and teaching 
via the Upcott website. We are creating an online forum for the young people and helpers to discuss 
spiritual issues, share helpful information, etc. We will also be working towards providing the Upcott 
Weeks online should it not be possible to run them physically. 
 
Prayer points: 

 For the young people and their families as they adjust to the current situation 

 That the above programme would prove beneficial 

 For the finance required to run it 
 
Andrew Palmer 
 

Sarah (and John) Sutton, Tonypandy     05.04.2020 

 
As you can imagine, as with many people at the moment, all of our future plans have been put on hold 
- including plans for Clwb Coffi. We are not able to open when planned but are still doing all that we 
can during this time to work towards opening (online training, talking to our contractors, planning). 
Of course we are very disappointed, but we are feeling full of faith in God's leading and His provision. 
Please pray for us both during this time, that we would be able to use every action & decision for His 
glory. We are praying to open the doors of Clwb Coffi as soon as all this is over! Thanks so much for 
your continued support.  
 
Sarah Sutton 
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The Brickworks   08.04.2020 
      
Prayer requests:  

1. Health. Martha Clinic remains open and very busy in Yei South Sudan. There have been two 
confirmed case of coronavirus so far in South Sudan and all the neighbouring countries have 
patients with it. Pray it won’t become a problem in South Sudan as the health facilities are 
extremely limited and are considerably less than in neighbouring countries.  
 

2. Schools, colleges and churches in South Sudan and in the refugee camps in Uganda are closed 
to reduce chance of coronavirus spreading. Pray for the churches as they try to work out how 
to reach out to their communities without the facilities we have here to live-stream etc. 
 

3. Pray for the population of Yei in South Sudan as the border with Uganda is closed due to 
coronavirus. Food and medical supplies come in from Uganda.  Due to the recent civil war 
roads have been unsafe so food supplies have been intermittent for 3 years resulting in very 
high rates of malnutrition before the current situation forced the border to close.  
 

4. In South Sudan a new interim government is in place. Please pray for lasting peace to come.  
 
 

Moldova - Ruslan Telpiz, Gotesti       31.03.2020 

 
The country is in quarantine. People are not allowed to work and must stay at home. Schools and 
churches are closed. As people are not able to work, they have no income and the government does 
not help them. Men who have been working in Europe have returned home, but they have run out of 
money. I fear they will start to steal from houses and the situation will turn to chaos. 
 
We as the Church formed a group on Viber and we meet twice a day for an hour to pray together. We 
write messages, encouragement, news. 
  
Prayer requests: 

 For families who cannot work during the pandemic, for God to take care of them. 
 

 Also to be protected from the virus, because in our hospitals we do not have very good 
treatment or good conditions. 

 

 For an elderly woman, a church member, who is sick and is in bed. 
 

 For the oldest man in the village, a church member, who has cancer in the intestines and liver. 
He had surgery, but doctors say he will only live for a few days. He is in great pain. 

 

 This autumn we will have presidential elections and we are praying for a man who seeks the 
good of Moldova. 
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Peace & Hope Trust     30.03.2020 

 Please pray for the Nicaraguan people who had their first case of Coronavirus on the 18th 

March and 1st death on the 26th. The Government has decided that the borders will not be 

closed and that all showing symptoms will be monitored. Nicaraguans are encouraged to go 

to Easter celebrations and attend marches. Lord, we ask for discernment for the Government 

in their decisions to look after their people. Routes to Costa Rica are now being blocked by 

the army.  

 Thankfully large parts of the communities are now buying masks, alcohol gel and soap and 

listening to directives from WHO and watching what is happening in other countries. Also the 

few independent media outlets are informing people about the risk and what they should be 

doing. Lord, please bless all these communities, as the health care system will be under huge 

pressure. 

 Please pray for all those who were planning to join the building team in April, some on their 

first mission trip. Lord, we pray for the situation to be changed so they can go and work in 

happier circumstances for those in Nicaragua. 

 

SIITA Nest, Uganda    20.03 and 29.03.2020 

There are relatively few confirmed cases to date (30 recorded to 28 March), but testing is very 
limited. People are being told to stay at home. But there is rising tension because of the restrictions, 
loss of income and lack of access to food. If the lockdown continues for long there is the distinct 
possibility of malnutrition and even starvation in some parts of the country in addition to the spread 
of Covid-19. Social disorder is also a worry. 
 
Updates from Alice Kisolo: 
 
May the Joy of the Lord be our strength in times like this. 
To our beloved family in Bristol and friends of St Michael's Church. 
We are praying for the God to intervene in the situation.  In Uganda all schools are closed for 32 days 
as they sense the way forward. You can imagine the situation with all the family of students being 
here. Some of the markets are closed. We must not stay as a crowd etc. We are taking some of the 
children to Siroko and in Bugembe we are remaining with 26 students, some of them are exam 
candidates.  
We are praying for daily manna and the Lord our God is faithful.  
 
Love and Grace to you all.    
Mama Alice   20 March 2020 
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Psalm 46: God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble 
The situation here is very tight and every person has to remain in the home.   
 
Blessing to you and GOD protect you in critical time like this. 
Mama Alice Kisolo    29 March 2020 
 
Prayer request 
Please pray for protection and provision for Alice, her team and the children.  
 
 

Univida, Brazil     03.04.2020 

 
We have been madly trying to make everything work in different ways in the last two weeks. The 
University of Life has been closed as with all schools in Fortaleza. Our first priority was to establish 
lines of communication with the children so we can encourage them and get them into a healthy 
routine. Obviously we’ve had to set up new systems for ourselves as staff as well. The good news is 
we are doing an online program of a bible study, Portuguese lesson, maths lesson and physical 
exercise everyday using WhatsApp. Next we are scrambling to get systems up so that we can pay 
staff and keep The University of Life compound safe. 
  
We are obviously concerned about what lies ahead for Brazil. There is a lot of political discord 
between federal and state government, misunderstanding and misinformation. The healthcare 
system is fragile and not well equipped. The economy in our community is largely informal so people 
are used to living off daily cash payments for domestic work or contracted jobs. If they can’t work, 
they can’t buy food and there are likely to be food shortages. Add to all this the near impossible ask 
of social distancing in slums where 10 or 12 people live together in a small shack next to another 
family of the same size. It is also the rainy season in Brazil where we have a lot of dengue fever and 
other sicknesses. 
 
 Ruth Marques 
  
 

 

 
 


