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Ruslan and Larisa Telpiz and their three children live in Gotesti, a village in 
Moldova, a small country in Eastern Europe, between Romania and Ukraine. 

Ruslan is the Pastor of the Baptist Church in Gotesti and currently also of the 
Baptist Church in the adjacent village, Chircani. His ministry includes leading 
Sunday services, preaching, baptisms, pastoral care and discipleship of church 
members. He is also involved in outreach and evangelism in these villages and 
the surrounding areas. In addition, Ruslan leads youth work in both villages.   

Larisa runs the Day Care Centre for socially vulnerable children and is involved in 
the church’s ministry with women and families.   

 
Impact of Covid-19. 
The pandemic has brought many changes to Ruslan and Larisa’s ministry. Moldova has been in lockdown for months. 
This has meant loss of income for many people in Moldova, as they are unable to work. Moldova is the poorest country 
in Europe and survival was difficult even before Covid restrictions brought further economic hardship. Furthermore, 
the harvest has failed this year due to a drought and very hot summer temperatures. Food will become very expensive.  
 

 

 

The church members have been taking food parcels to those in greatest need in the village 
and also visiting the sick.  

 

An unexpected positive outcome of lockdown is that there is 
now more openness to hearing the gospel. Some people have 
come back to God and others are asking to do Bible studies. 

 
 
Day Care Centre 
Church buildings and schools in Moldova have been closed since the start of lockdown. This meant that the children 
from socially vulnerable families in Gotesti could no longer meet in the church after school for a cooked meal, Bible 
stories, games and help with school work. This Day Care ministry with the children is a priority for Ruslan and Larisa 
and since May they have been running the work differently. It has been going well. They take food parcels for the 
children and their families to their homes, to encourage them, teach the children from Bible workbooks and take care 
of them. These visits are also enabling the church members to speak to the children’s parents or carers, giving 
opportunities to share the gospel and pray with them. 
 
Ducklings and chickens 
Using funds from supporting churches, Ruslan bought young chickens  and ducklings to give to the families of the Day 
Care children and others in need, to provide meat and eggs for their survival in the autumn and winter, as food 
shortages are expected to continue. In total, 1200 chickens and ducklings were given to 50 families. 

“It’s very hard for me because I had lots of plans for this summer and most of them 
we can’t accomplish. We are trying to find some new things.” 
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The church 
As the church cannot meet in the building at present, Ruslan has been leading a 
Zoom meeting every Sunday. These have worked well, but not everyone has 
internet. Ruslan and church members also meet twice every day for an hour on 
Viber, a messaging and calling app, to pray together and share messages of 
encouragement and news. An exciting development is that through posting 
reflections and messages on Facebook and YouTube, Ruslan’s outreach is extending 
beyond Moldova. People in other countries make contact after hearing the 
messages and Ruslan can talk with them. 
 
Plans for the Autumn 
Schools are expected to re-open in September and it is hoped that the Day Care Centre can resume in the church 
building. In order to comply with government Covid regulations, modifications are being undertaken in the church 
during the summer, to provide indoor toilets, washing facilities and a larger kitchen. 
 
A message from Ruslan to St Michael’s Church:   
We always thank the Lord for you, for your heart for mission for the countries that have problems with poverty, and 
also that you take care of me and my family, so that I can do the service of pastor of the church in Gotesti and Chircani. I 
also want to thank you from the children at the Day Care Centre - they don't know that without you this work would 
be impossible. Also, the youth ministry, children's camps and Bible school in the church would be impossible 
without your material and spiritual support. I can say that everything we do is our work together! 
With love, 
Ruslan, Larisa, David, Ruth, Emili and the Baptist church from Gotesti and Chircani  

 
Link person at St Michael’s:  Mary Cottrell 
  

Ruslan’s newsletters are sent to St Michael’s via TEN (Transform Europe Network), a Bristol-based mission 
organisation involved with evangelism and social outreach in several countries in Eastern Europe and 
elsewhere. www.ten-uk.org 

Prayer requests 
1. For wisdom for Ruslan and Larisa as they lead the church’s ministries and adapt to the restrictions imposed 
by Covid-19. For protection from the virus. 
 
2. For the work at the Day Care Centre for socially vulnerable children, because it will be difficult this year; that 
none of the children will be lost from this ministry. Also, for their parents to know the Lord. 
 
3. That openness to the gospel during these challenging times will lead to many new believers. 
 

http://www.ten-uk.org/

