
Palm
Sunday

Rows upon rows of Roman soldiers marching

into the city- their heavy boots kicking up

dust as they pound the streets.  Armour

glinting in the sun as the sound of beating

drums echoed around the streets, an

awesome display of the might of the Roman

war machine.  At the West of the city, the

governor Pilate is making his presence known.  

 

On the other side of the city, though, there's

a different procession.  In comes Jesus, his

feet dragging on the floor as he rides a

donkey. Flags are replaced with palm leaves,

and the sound of drums replaced with the

sound of children shouting Hosanna.  This

topsy turvy King doesn't do what normal kings

do, and doesn't behave in the way other kings

behave.

Pray

Imagine you were there.  Howwould you feel as you sawJesus enter?  What might you see and hear?  What questions would you liketo ask him?

Why not have a go at reenacting Palm
Sunday?  Go crazy in the hallway, or
be brave and go outside- and shout

'Hosanna' as loud as you can!

Think

Thank you Jesus that you arethe King- but you are not likeany other.  Help us to bedifferent too, and to show ourworld that you are the King ofGlory and of Love.  Amen.

Bible: John 12:12-14

On the following day great numbers of

people who had come to the Festival,

hearing that Jesus was on his way to

Jerusalem, took palm branches,and

went out to meet him, shouting as they

went, “God save Him! Blessed is He who

Comes in the name of the Lord – The

king of Israel!” Having found a young

donkey, Jesus seated himself on it.

DO

Add a picture here.
Read



Monday:
The Temple

Add a picture here.
Read

There's lots going on in this story.  And

imagine the noisy, chaotic scene as tables are

upturned, birds flapping, people shouting. 

 But why?

There's lots of big answers to this.  But, at

the core, it's about some sneaky people doing

things to stop other people being able to

worship God.  Their actions have made the

temple almost inaccessible to some groups.

 

For those of us who go to church, this

presents a challenge.  Jesus came to bring

life in all it's fullness for everyone- but not

everyone finds church an easy place to go to. 

 People with additional needs, those from

different cultures, those who are just brand

new to church- all these groups can find

church inaccessible in different ways.

Have you ever beensomewhere out of your comfortzone?  What emotions did yougo through?  What would havehelped make the process
easier?

Go somewhere, or do something out of
your comfort zone today.  You may like

to offer to pray for a stranger, or
strike up a conversation with someone.

Think

Pray
Thank you God that you camefor every single person in theworld.  Help us to make surethat your church and yourpeople are as accessible as youwould have us be.  Amen.

Bible: Matthew 21:12-14

Jesus went into the Temple Courts, and

drove out all those who were buying and

selling there. He overturned the tables of the

money changers, and the seats of the pigeon-

dealers, and said to them, “Scripture says ‘My

house will be called a house of prayer’; but

you are making it a den of robbers.” While he

was still in the Temple Courts, some blind

and some lame people came up to him, and he

cured them.

Do



Tuesday:
The Mount
of Olives

Add a picture here.
Read

Tuesday is a busy day- there's lots of pretty

heavy teaching going on, with Jesus talking

about his return, about judgment, about woe,

as well as telling quite a few parables.  You

can read them all in Matthew 21:23–24:51.

 

But today, we remind ourselves that Jesus is

coming back again. We don't know when, but

we do know he will.  He will come to renew,

to judge, and to restore.  He will come to

make all things new.  The dead will rise, and

join the living before his throne.  Wow.

 

I told you there was some heavy stuff today. 

 But it's also an encouragement for us.  That

when we get bogged down and distracted

with the worries of this life, and the sadness

of our world, that we remember there is a

coming King who will renew and restore.

How does Jesus' return makeyou feel?  Are you excited,nervous, or unsure how you'llreact?  What question will youask Jesus when you see Himface to face?

Find a post-it, and write on it a phrase
from our Bible verse. Stick it on your

fridge or mirror, as a constant
reminder of the coming King.

Think

Pray
Lord Jesus, you are the comingKing.  Help us to look forwardto your return, and to live alife that will help others to dothe same.  Amen.

Bible: Matthew 21:42-44

Therefore watch; for you cannot be sure

on what day your Lord is coming. But this

you do know, that, had the owner of the

house known at what time of night the

thief was coming, they would have been

on the watch, and would not have

allowed their house to be broken into.

Therefore, you must also prepare, since

it is just when you are least expecting

him that the Son of Man will come. 

Do



Wednesday:
The
mystery...

Add a picture here.
Read

We go from one extreme to another today-

the craziness of Tuesday to the who-knows

what-happened of Wednesday,  Our best

guess is that Jesus and his disciples took some

time out in Bethany, a place that had seen a

miraculous resurrection.

 

You can only imagine how quickly the news

would have spread.  The beloved brother

Lazarus, placed in a tomb, had been brought

back to life by someone called Jesus.  Wow! 

 No wonder we read afterwards that many

who heard this story placed their trust in

him. 
 

In today's skeptical world, we can be quick

to write off miracles as supernatural mumbo

jumbo.  But the Bible is clear- Jesus was,

and still is, a miracle worker.

 
 

Which of Jesus' miracles do youmost like reading about? 
 Why?   Have you seen a miracle inyour life?  If you could ask forone today, what could you ask?

Think

PrayLord Jesus, you are a miracle-worker.  Help us to pray boldly,  knowing that you are Lord ofall.  And help us to keeptrusting you even when we don'tget the answers we want.

Bible: John 11:43-44

Many scholars think that, on this day, Jesus

and his disciples rested in Bethany.  We're not

really sure as the Bible doesn't tell us- but

let's go back a few days to an event that

happened in this very place...

Do

Then, after saying this, Jesus called in a loud

voice, “Lazarus! Come out!” The dead man came

out, wrapped hand and foot in a winding-sheet;

his face, too, had been wrapped in a cloth. “Set

him free,” said Jesus, “and let him go.”

Take some time to rest today.  You might
enjoy a quiet walk, a relaxed coffee, or
even a long warm soak in the tub.   Take

your time- and listen to God.



Thursday:
The Last
Supper

Add a picture here.
Read

There's something special about sharing a

meal. As I write this, an end to lockdown is

looming on the horizon- and I'm looking

forward to gathering again around a table

with others.  Sharing laughter, good food,

and life with friends and family.

 

 Today, we remember Jesus, sharing a meal

with his friends.  With those who have

journeyed with him throughout his ministry. 

 They've seen demons cast out with a shriek,

children raised to life with a word, and

outcasts restored with love. And He tells us

of the importance of remembering.  But this

is no passive, lazy act- rather, through

remembering, we proclaim Jesus.  We

declare his cross for the world, his death-

shattering resurrection, and a coming day

when we will eat again in his Kingdom.

What else do you think theytalked about around the
table?Like the disciples that night,have you ever had someone tellyou sad, life shattering news?  How did you respond?

Think

PrayLiving Jesus, we remember you.  We remember all that you didon the cross, and we proclaimits power- over us, ourcommunities and our world.Help us to remember you more.  Amen.

Bible: Luke 14:22-25

Do

While they were eating, Jesus took some bread,

and, after saying the blessing, broke it, and

gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is my

body.” Then he took a cup, and, after saying the

thanksgiving, gave it to them, and they all

drank from it. “This is my covenant-blood,” he

said, “which is poured out on behalf of many. I

tell you that I will never again drink of the

juice of the grape, until that day when I will

drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

Read through this passage slowly and
outloud.  Have a drink and some bread
ready, and when you get to the words

about remembering, eat and drink.



Friday:
The Cross

Add a picture here.
Read

There are some historical events which are

so familiar to us that their impact on history

is often taken for granted- we might think

recently about 9/11, or even this current

pandemic.
 

No event, though, has had an impact like the

crucifixion of Jesus.   And we see a glimpse

of this spectacular impact in our reading

today, as we see that, at the same time Jesus

died, other people who had died were

actually brought back to life, the earth's

foundations were shaken, and the ground

itself broke apart.
 

I wonder if this event is so central to our

faith, and so familiar, that we are at risk of

skimming over the glory, the world changing

impact, and the reality of it.  

 

What do you think the Romancaptain, and the soldiers withhim, talked about that
evening?What would you have talkedabout if you were there withthem?

Think

PrayLoving King, we thank you thatyou died for us. Your deathchanged the world. We pray forthose who don't yet know you-that, like the Roman captain,they might declare you as God.Amen.

Bible: Matthew 27: 51-55

Do

Jesus, uttering another loud cry, gave up his

spirit. Suddenly the Temple curtain was torn

in two from top to bottom, the earth shook,

the rocks were torn asunder, the tombs

opened, and the bodies of many of God’s people

who had fallen asleep rose, and they, leaving

their tombs, went, after the resurrection of

Jesus, into the Holy City, and appeared to

many people. The Roman captain, and the men

with him who were watching Jesus, on seeing

the earthquake and all that was happening,

became greatly frightened and exclaimed,

“This must indeed have been God’s Son!

Find a couple of sticks, or drinking
straws, and arrange them into a cross
shape.  Place some rocks around it, and

stamp around it to make the earth shake!



Saturday:
The Quiet

Add a picture here.
Read

The gospel narratives don't give us much

detail about Saturday.  Jesus is dead, his

disciples are hiding, and faithful women are

mourning.
 

But we do get a glimpse into the lives of two

fairly well off Jews- Joseph, and Nicodemus.  

Nicodemus has already sneakily seen Jesus at

night, and he clearly had an effect on him,

as he comes to anoint the body of Jesus.  This

was risky.  He was a Pharisee, one of the

groups who wanted Jesus killed in the first

place, and he may well have already have

raised his head a bit when he defended Jesus

at his arrest. 
 

Sometimes it's tempting to play safe, and

keep your head down- but often Jesus asks

us to step out and take some risks, too.

 

Why do you think Josephoffered his tomb for Jesus?Why do you think Nicodemussnuck off at night to meetJesus in the past?What do you think Nicodemusbelieves now?

Think

Pray
Dear God, we thank you thatyou call all kind of people tofollow you, even those whomight surprise us.  Help us tolook out for those people, and totake risks for them.  Amen.

Bible: John 19: 39-42

Do

Pilate gave him leave; so Joseph went and

removed the body. Nicodemus, too – the man

who had formerly visited Jesus by night –

came with a roll of myrrh and aloes, weighing

nearly a hundred pounds. They took the body

of Jesus, and wound it in linen with the spices,

according to the Jewish mode of burial. At the

place where Jesus had been crucified there

was a garden, and in the garden a newly made

tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And

so, because of its being the Preparation day,

and as the tomb was close at hand, they laid

Jesus there.

Put different smells (maybe spices) into
different bowls, and take your time to
enjoy each one. Use them to help you
pray- what words do you think of?



Sunday:
The
Resurrection

Add a picture here.
Read

 
 

How do you think the angelwould have felt, rolling thestone away?What do you think God hasbeen saying to you this week?What will you do about it?

Think

Pray
Living Lord Jesus, thank you thatyou burst the stone of the tomb,and broke the chains of death.  May we have the faith to takeyou at your word.Amen.

Bible: Matthew 28: 2-6

Do

An angel of the Lord descended from heaven,

and came and rolled away the stone, and

seated himself on it. His appearance was as

dazzling as lightning, and his clothing was as

white as snow; and, in their terror of him, the

men on guard trembled violently and became

like dead men. But the angel, addressing the

women, said, “You need not be afraid. I know

that it is Jesus, who was crucified, for whom

you are looking. He is not here; for he has

risen, as he said he would.

Find a round stone.  Choose a word or
phrase from our reading, and write it
down on it.  Put it in a pocket (or even

under your pillow!) as a constant
reminder of the rolled away stone.

I wonder if you've ever noticed that little

detail about the angel sitting on the stone? 

 I do love this part of the story.  I imagine

him sitting there, a huge grin on his face, his

legs dangling.  I think about his response as

he learns of his angelic assignment for that

day; to be the one, out of all the angel

armies, to roll the stone away for God

himself to emerge into the sunlight.

 

The angel tells the women not to be afraid,

and then speaks the wonderful words- 'he

has risen, as he said he would'.  Jesus told his

friends this would happen.  He pointed to

scripture to remind them of this. We can

take God at his word!  If wonder if God has

said something to you that you might be

struggling to hold on to for this season.

 
 
 



Palm
Sunday

Add a picture here.
Read

Rows upon rows of Roman soldiers marching

into the city- their heavy boots kicking up

dust as they pound the streets.  Armour

glinting in the sun as the sound of beating

drums echoed around the streets, an

awesome display of the might of the Roman

war machine.  At the West of the city, the

governor Pilate is making his presence known.  

 

On the other side of the city, though, there's

a different procession.  In comes Jesus, his

feet dragging on the floor as he rides a

donkey. Flags are replaced with palm leaves,

and the sound of drums replaced with the

sound of children shouting Hosanna.  This

topsy turvy King doesn't do what normal kings

do, and doesn't behave in the way other kings

behave.

Imagine you were there.  Howwould you feel as you sawJesus enter?  What might yousee and hear?  What questionswould you like to ask him?

Why not have a go at reenacting Palm
Sunday?  Go crazy in the hallway, or
be brave and go outside- and shout

'Hosanna' as loud as you can!

Think

Pray
Thank you Jesus that you arethe King- but you are not likeany other.  Help us to bedifferent too, and to show ourworld that you are the King ofGlory and of Love.  Amen.

Bible: John 12:12-14

On the following day great numbers of

people who had come to the Festival,

hearing that Jesus was on his way to

Jerusalem, took palm branches,and

went out to meet him, shouting as they

went, “God save Him! Blessed is He who

Comes in the name of the Lord – The

king of Israel!” Having found a young

donkey, Jesus seated himself on it.

DO



Monday:
The Temple

Add a picture here.
Read

There's lots going on in this story.  And

imagine the noisy, chaotic scene as tables are

upturned, birds flapping, people shouting. 

 But why?

There's lots of big answers to this.  But, at

the core, it's about some sneaky people doing

things to stop other people being able to

worship God.  Their actions have made the

temple almost inaccessible to some groups.

 

For those of us who go to church, this

presents a challenge.  Jesus came to bring

life in all it's fullness for everyone- but not

everyone finds church an easy place to go to. 

 People with additional needs, those from

different cultures, those who are just brand

new to church- all these groups can find

church inaccessible in different ways.

Have you ever beensomewhere out of your comfortzone?  What emotions did yougo through?  What would havehelped make the process
easier?

Go somewhere, or do something out of
your comfort zone today.  You may like

to offer to pray for a stranger, or
strike up a conversation with someone.

Think

Pray
Thank you God that you camefor every single person in theworld.  Help us to make surethat your church and yourpeople are as accessible as youwould have us be.  Amen.

Bible: Matthew 21:12-14

Jesus went into the Temple Courts, and

drove out all those who were buying and

selling there. He overturned the tables of the

money changers, and the seats of the pigeon-

dealers, and said to them, “Scripture says ‘My

house will be called a house of prayer’; but

you are making it a den of robbers.” While he

was still in the Temple Courts, some blind

and some lame people came up to him, and he

cured them.

Do



Tuesday:
The Mount
of Olives

Add a picture here.
Read

Tuesday is a busy day- there's lots of pretty

heavy teaching going on, with Jesus talking

about his return, about judgment, about woe,

as well as telling quite a few parables.  You

can read them all in Matthew 21:23–24:51.

 

But today, we remind ourselves that Jesus is

coming back again. We don't know when, but

we do know he will.  He will come to renew,

to judge, and to restore.  He will come to

make all things new.  The dead will rise, and

join the living before his throne.  Wow.

 

I told you there was some heavy stuff today. 

 But it's also an encouragement for us.  That

when we get bogged down and distracted

with the worries of this life, and the sadness

of our world, that we remember there is a

coming King who will renew and restore.

How does Jesus' return makeyou feel?  Are you excited,nervous, or unsure how you'llreact?  What question will youask Jesus when you see Himface to face?

Find a post-it, and write on it a phrase
from our Bible verse. Stick it on your

fridge or mirror, as a constant
reminder of the coming King.

Think

Pray
Lord Jesus, you are the comingKing.  Help us to look forwardto your return, and to live alife that will help others to dothe same.  Amen.

Bible: Matthew 21:42-44

Therefore watch; for you cannot be sure on

what day your Lord is coming. But this you do

know, that, had the owner of the house

known at what time of night the thief was

coming, they would have been on the watch,

and would not have allowed their house to be

broken into. Therefore, you must also

prepare, since it is just when you are least

expecting him that the Son of Man will come. 

Do



Wednesday:
The
mystery...

Add a picture here.
Read

We go from one extreme to another today-

the craziness of Tuesday to the who-knows

what-happened of Wednesday,  Our best

guess is that Jesus and his disciples took some

time out in Bethany, a place that had seen a

miraculous resurrection.

 

You can only imagine how quickly the news

would have spread.  The beloved brother

Lazarus, placed in a tomb, had been brought

back to life by someone called Jesus.  Wow! 

 No wonder we read afterwards that many

who heard this story placed their trust in

him. 
 

In today's skeptical world, we can be quick

to write off miracles as supernatural mumbo

jumbo.  But the Bible is clear- Jesus was,

and still is, a miracle worker.

 
 

Which of Jesus' miracles do youmost like reading about? 
 Why?   Have you seen a miracle inyour life?  If you could ask forone today, what could you ask?

Think

PrayLord Jesus, you are a miracle-worker.  Help us to pray boldly,  knowing that you are Lord ofall.  And help us to keeptrusting you even when we don'tget the answers we want.

Bible: John 11:43-44

Many scholars think that, on this day, Jesus

and his disciples rested in Bethany.  We're not

really sure as the Bible doesn't tell us- but

let's go back a few days to an event that

happened in this very place...

Do

Then, after saying this, Jesus called in a loud

voice, “Lazarus! Come out!” The dead man came

out, wrapped hand and foot in a winding-sheet;

his face, too, had been wrapped in a cloth. “Set

him free,” said Jesus, “and let him go.”

Take some time to rest today.  You might
enjoy a quiet walk, a relaxed coffee, or
even a long warm soak in the tub.   Take

your time- and listen to God.



Thursday:
The Last
Supper

Add a picture here.
Read

There's something special about sharing a

meal. As I write this, an end to lockdown is

looming on the horizon- and I'm looking

forward to gathering again around a table

with others.  Sharing laughter, good food,

and life with friends and family.

 

 Today, we remember Jesus, sharing a meal

with his friends.  With those who have

journeyed with him throughout his ministry. 

 They've seen demons cast out with a shriek,

children raised to life with a word, and

outcasts restored with love. And He tells us

of the importance of remembering.  But this

is no passive, lazy act- rather, through

remembering, we proclaim Jesus.  We

declare his cross for the world, his death-

shattering resurrection, and a coming day

when we will eat again in his Kingdom.

What else do you think theytalked about around the
table?Like the disciples that night,have you ever had someone tellyou sad, life shattering news?  How did you respond?

Think

PrayLiving Jesus, we remember you.  We remember all that you didon the cross, and we proclaimits power- over us, ourcommunities and our world.Help us to remember you more.  Amen.

Bible: Luke 14:22-25

Do

While they were eating, Jesus took some bread,

and, after saying the blessing, broke it, and

gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is my

body.” Then he took a cup, and, after saying the

thanksgiving, gave it to them, and they all

drank from it. “This is my covenant-blood,” he

said, “which is poured out on behalf of many. I

tell you that I will never again drink of the

juice of the grape, until that day when I will

drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

Read through this passage slowly andoutloud.  Have a drink and some breadready, and when you get to the wordsabout remembering, eat and drink.



Friday:
The Cross

Add a picture here.
Read

There are some historical events which are

so familiar to us that their impact on history

is often taken for granted- we might think

recently about 9/11, or even this current

pandemic.
 

No event, though, has had an impact like the

crucifixion of Jesus.   And we see a glimpse

of this spectacular impact in our reading

today, as we see that, at the same time Jesus

died, other people who had died were

actually brought back to life, the earth's

foundations were shaken, and the ground

itself broke apart.
 

I wonder if this event is so central to our

faith, and so familiar, that we are at risk of

skimming over the glory, the world changing

impact, and the reality of it.  

 

What do you think the Romancaptain, and the soldiers withhim, talked about that
evening?What would you have talkedabout if you were there withthem?

Think

PrayLoving King, we thank you thatyou died for us. Your deathchanged the world. We pray forthose who don't yet know you-that, like the Roman captain,they might declare you as God.Amen.

Bible: Matthew 27: 51-55

Do

Jesus, uttering another loud cry, gave up his

spirit. Suddenly the Temple curtain was torn in

two from top to bottom, the earth shook, the

rocks were torn asunder, the tombs opened, and

the bodies of many of God’s people who had

fallen asleep rose, and they, leaving their

tombs, went, after the resurrection of Jesus,

into the Holy City, and appeared to many people.

The Roman captain, and the men with him who

were watching Jesus, on seeing the earthquake

and all that was happening, became greatly

frightened and exclaimed, “This must indeed

have been God’s Son!

Find a couple of sticks, or drinking
straws, and arrange them into a cross
shape.  Place some rocks around it, and

stamp around it to make the earth shake!



Saturday:
The Quiet

Add a picture here.
Read

The gospel narratives don't give us much

detail about Saturday.  Jesus is dead, his

disciples are hiding, and faithful women are

mourning.
 

But we do get a glimpse into the lives of two

fairly well off Jews- Joseph, and Nicodemus.  

Nicodemus has already sneakily seen Jesus at

night, and he clearly had an effect on him,

as he comes to anoint the body of Jesus.  This

was risky.  He was a Pharisee, one of the

groups who wanted Jesus killed in the first

place, and he may well have already have

raised his head a bit when he defended Jesus

at his arrest. 
 

Sometimes it's tempting to play safe, and

keep your head down- but often Jesus asks

us to step out and take some risks, too.

 

Why do you think Josephoffered his tomb for Jesus?Why do you think Nicodemussnuck off at night to meetJesus in the past?What do you think Nicodemusbelieves now?

Think

Pray
Dear God, we thank you thatyou call all kind of people tofollow you, even those whomight surprise us.  Help us tolook out for those people, and totake risks for them.  Amen.

Bible: John 19: 39-42

Do

Pilate gave him leave; so Joseph went and

removed the body. Nicodemus, too – the man

who had formerly visited Jesus by night – came

with a roll of myrrh and aloes, weighing nearly

a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus,

and wound it in linen with the spices, according

to the Jewish mode of burial. At the place

where Jesus had been crucified there was a

garden, and in the garden a newly made tomb in

which no one had ever been laid. And so,

because of its being the Preparation day, and as

the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus

there.

Put different smells (maybe spices) into
different bowls, and take your time to
enjoy each one. Use them to help you
pray- what words do you think of?



Sunday:
The
Resurrection

Add a picture here.
Read

 
 

How do you think the angelwould have felt, rolling thestone away?What do you think God hasbeen saying to you this week?What will you do about it?

Think

Pray
Living Lord Jesus, thank you thatyou burst the stone of the tomb,and broke the chains of death.  May we have the faith to takeyou at your word.Amen.

Bible: Matthew 28: 2-6

Do

An angel of the Lord descended from heaven,

and came and rolled away the stone, and

seated himself on it. His appearance was as

dazzling as lightning, and his clothing was as

white as snow; and, in their terror of him, the

men on guard trembled violently and became

like dead men. But the angel, addressing the

women, said, “You need not be afraid. I know

that it is Jesus, who was crucified, for whom

you are looking. He is not here; for he has

risen, as he said he would.

Find a round stone.  Choose a word or
phrase from our reading, and write it
down on it.  Put it in a pocket (or even

under your pillow!) as a constant
reminder of the rolled away stone.

I wonder if you've ever noticed that little

detail about the angel sitting on the stone? 

 I do love this part of the story.  I imagine

him sitting there, a huge grin on his face, his

legs dangling.  I think about his response as

he learns of his angelic assignment for that

day; to be the one, out of all the angel

armies, to roll the stone away for God

himself to emerge into the sunlight.

 

The angel tells the women not to be afraid,

and then speaks the wonderful words- 'he

has risen, as he said he would'.  Jesus told his

friends this would happen.  He pointed to

scripture to remind them of this. We can

take God at his word!  If wonder if God has

said something to you that you might be

struggling to hold on to for this season.

 
 
 



THE WEEK WHEN
EVERYTHING

CHANGED
Palm

Sunday
Monday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Tuesday

Saturday

Sunday

Use this storyline to draw your own pictures of Holy Week,
record your thoughts, or write down your favourite Scriptures.






