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The Brickworks  

 

The Brickworks continues to support church led projects in South Sudan and in refugee camps in Uganda.  They 

support four schools in refugee camps managed by the Diocese of KajoKeji which has been in exile since 2017 due 

to civil war. The schools have had a difficult year due to COVID restrictions but are now back in school.  In refugee 

camps, discipleship training for youth in small numbers has been able to continue, as well as finance management 

training for church treasurers.  Also, in Uganda, support has continued for theology students at Bishop Allison 

Theological College which is still in exile. 

Meanwhile in Yei, South Sudan The Brickworks continues to support church Primary Schools which are now opened, 

but the children have missed a lot of their education in the last 12 months. The Martha Clinic in Yei continues to be 

busy and, due to high inflation, the patients cannot pay as much as they used to for treatment. People are finding it 

too expensive to buy enough food. Malnutrition rates are high, making people more vulnerable to disease. Over 

1000 people are displaced due to insecurity in villages and are camping out near Yei Cathedral and many of these 

are becoming unwell and attending the clinic.  

The Brickworks is currently paying staff salaries and supplying medicines and PPE to enable the clinic to continue 

to function. The logistics for this are challenging – the border to Uganda where the medicines are sourced was 

closed due to COVID, but since it re-opened earlier in 2021, the roads became dangerous due to armed gangs. A 

recent batch of medicines reached Yei successfully by air.  

Give thanks for construction of new classrooms at a Church school in Yei. 

The Diocese of Yei has a new Bishop starting in June, following the 

retirement of the previous Bishop.  
   

Prayer requests: 

 That the road becomes safer so that transportation improves for easier food and medicine delivery to Yei. 

 For security to return to South Sudan. 

 For the churches that they can reach out to their communities to share God’s love in these hard times.  

 For Bishop Levi as he takes over managing the Diocese from June. 

 

 

 

SIITA Nest, Uganda – Update from Alice Kisolo 

 

Schools re-opened in the second week of April. Many people are struggling to pay school dues and the financial 
situation is difficult. 
Food is also a problem, particularly as SIITA Nest is supporting both the school and 
the home. 
Juliet, Alice’s deputy and the school administrator, was in an accident using a 
motorcycle taxi. She has a broken leg which is in a plaster cast. 
Covid levels are rising in Uganda, particularly with Indian and Ugandan variants, and 
there is concern that there may be another national lockdown soon.  
In Sironko, toilets and an underground bio-digester plant (capable of treating waste 
from 250 people) have been installed for the SIITA Heart of the Community Centre. It is now hoped that 
permission to operate the centre will be received soon (administration and Covid restrictions permitting!) 
 
Prayer points: 

 For Alice and the SIITA Nest team, as they do all they can to keep children educated and fed. For an inner 

peace and strength to cope with the social pressures around them and the additional challenges of Covid 

regulations. 

 For rapid healing of Juliet’s broken leg and that there will be no long term effects. 

 Give thanks for the progress on the Heart of the Community Centre, and that permission to operate may 

be granted. 
 

 



Mission Partner news updates and prayer requests, May 2021 

 
 

2 
 

 

 

Sarah Sutton, Tonypandy 

 

Thank you once again for your continued support of John and I. We are really grateful for your prayers, love and 

support. Obviously the last few months have been very sad and so there isn’t much to say other than it’s been 

really tough. 

 
Looking forward, we are opening our Clwb Coffi doors on the 17th May and it will be good to get  open again. 

We are excited for plans to come, including hiring a new local staff member, starting  

using the building for community and church events in the evenings and can’t wait to 

see it used ‘normally’ (i.e. not in a pandemic) - as we’ve always hoped for. We are 

believing that we are changing our high street, but more importantly that people’s 

view of where they live is improving  and that people may come to know God through 

meeting us or someone from Hope Church in Clwb Coffi. We have big plans and 

hopes for the future. 

 
Hope Church is, as with other UK churches, beginning to open up in person again. We have been meeting in 

person for a while now but we have an exciting calendar through the summer with fresh chances to engage our 

community with picnics, walks, bible studies etc. We have gained quite a lot of people throughout the pandemic 

with a few people becoming Christians. There will be a couple of baptisms soon as a result of this. Our social 

media has been quite effective in reaching people and we are excited for the potential of that. Sarah will be 

running the social media this summer. 

 
Prayer requests: 

 

 For John and I and our families as we continue to grieve the loss of our son Freddie. 

 For Clwb Coffi as it re-opens, for gospel opportunities and relationship building. 

 For Hope Church as we welcome people in person who have joined our church  community 

and found faith during lockdown. 

 

 

b.friend, Bristol 

 

b.friend is now 10 years old! Over the past decade, several hundred people have received befriending support and 

volunteers have had their lives changed by their experiences. 

Currently, asylum seekers and refugees are more isolated than ever and suffering through loneliness and lack of 

purpose; however, despite the restrictions, our befrienders have managed to continue their support. 

At times this has meant dropping off food and toys. Mostly, it has been about a regular phone call to check in with 

how the befriendee is. 

When lockdown has eased, people have taken to the local parks to take some daily exercise together. 

At a time when it is tempting to turn inwards, these befriending relationships have demonstrated the power of 

human connection. 

There have recently been two training sessions for volunteers, with 7 participants, and further sessions are planned 

during the Summer. 

 

Prayer requests: 

 That the befriending partnerships would transition from virtual contact to 

meeting in person in a safe way. 

 That befriendees whose mental health has worsened over lockdown would get 

the support they need. 

 That new volunteers with cars would apply to be trained. 
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Univida, Fortaleza, Brazil 

 

Fortaleza is slowly emerging from the most recent wave of Covid, but many restrictions are still in place which affect 

how schools can operate. Although state schools can reopen for in person, teaching in limited numbers, teaching 

unions want teachers to be fully vaccinated before this reopen takes place. In addition, there have been reports of 

thefts and shortage of vaccines.  

The project has been able to provide outdoor activities for students, and until it reopens fully, opportunities for small 

groups of students to go in to discuss their progress. Learning packs will be given out to all students at the end of 

May. A gift from St Michael’s church has been given towards the cost of the learning packs, and any other need 

should it arise. 

The students’ families face sickness, unemployment and lockdowns with no support. During May another food 

package, weighing 27kgs, was distributed to each family, including a frozen chicken as many families can no longer 

afford to buy meat. Families receiving these parcels commented on the love and support they received. 

 

Prayer points 

 For the staff as they meet to discuss the way for forward.  

 For continued health and protection for the staff. 

 For the students, as they re-establish relationships and routine. 

 That the current outside activities will be the first step of the students’ 

journey back to learning. 

 That the vaccinations situation will improve, with teachers being vaccinated in June and July. 

 

 

Rocks family, Florianopolis, Brazil 
 

We are doing well, perhaps a little tired as this last year has been a real grind here. COVID   cases have dropped 
significantly, restrictions have eased. We have sent Davi and Joanna back to school for in person lessons. 
Churches in the region are now permitted to use 50%   of their building’s capacity. We have relaunched our life 
groups, many of them meeting in person, instead of online. The Discipleship school is going well. We decided to 
delay the start by one month when the pandemic got really bad here in late February-early March. 

We have had a variety of different teaching, helping them to get to grips with the Bible, and  develop their relationship 
with Jesus. We are also supporting a local project called ‘Família  Cristã’ (Christian Family), that takes in homeless 
people off the streets - helping them to get clean from drugs and alcohol. We are providing them with food parcels 
and support to the leaders. The economy is not doing well and prices are going up here and hunger levels  are on 
the rise. We are praying and thinking through how we should be responding to this as a church. 
This past week we played some worship songs and prayed for the staff outside our local medical clinic, it was 
really well received by the staff there. 

We are planning a marriage course for June, and continue to invest in leaders. We will also be baptising some of 
our young people in the next few weeks. 
There is still a lot of uncertainty about our home leave, due to the travel restrictions. It’s  probable that we will 
delay our visit to the UK. 

                                                                                                                                
Prayer requests: 

 Pray that we thrive as a family and in our faith as we serve Jesus here. 

 Pray for refreshing and fresh anointing for  the work God has called us to. 

 Pray for our outreach here, that more people would come to know Jesus, 
even in the midst  of this pandemic. 

 Pray for those on the New Wine Discipleship School, for their growth as 

disciples and that God will continue to use them in the life of the church. 
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Network Counselling and Training, Bristol 

 

We are so pleased to launch our Emerging Stronger project to deliver double the amount of counselling sessions 

we usually provide to people on very low incomes in the next 12 months. The work has been fully funded as a 

distinct project alongside our core counselling service, and is welcoming clients for appointments. 

Our training continues to be hugely in demand, with four of our Introductory Courses running over the Spring and 

Summer Terms compared to the usual two. This includes our first ever On Becoming A Person course, which aims 

to support the ongoing journey towards knowing ourselves. Over 12 weeks, students are exploring such questions 

as: who am I, how do I relate to others and how can I practice self-compassion? 

Our counselling service continues to change lives, with one client saying: “My 

state when I joined was a slightly sorry one, I was seriously challenged by my 

experiences and I felt I had no control. Learning that thoughts were not facts 

changed my life and the lives of so many around me. P was very kind and 

gentle, he really eased me into the process.... and we managed to achieve a lot in a short space of time.” 

 

Prayer requests: 

 That we can reach more people on very low incomes who are in serious distress, and that they are able to 

find transformative support as part of our Emerging Stronger project. 

 That Tutors join our training team so that we are able to deliver a second Diploma cohort, already well 

oversubscribed by hopeful students. 

 That the Trustees and the whole staff team are strengthened and guided by God in their roles. 

 

 

inHope, Bristol 
The Wild Goose is planning how to re-open the indoor cafe safely in the newly renovated building. The outdoor pop-
up is serving about 100 people a day, the wet clinic is back open with volunteer doctors, and clients can book to 
have a shower. 

 Pray for the team of staff and volunteers as they work towards safe reopening. 

 
The Spring of Hope is working closely with Public Health and other agencies to safely reopen as soon as possible, 
although it will be a different model offering 4 single occupancy rooms to women  on referral in a household setting 
24/7 with support towards Life Skills and moving on accommodation. There is concern over the lack of provision for 
any other homeless women who could previously be taken in at short notice. 

 Pray for the safe reopening, and for more volunteers to come forward to fill shifts. 

 
The Life Recovery Team have had success with the recent online course, and the next course will  be face-to-face 
in June, if a venue can be found, with peer support from past participants. 

 Pray for the right space to become available to run courses. 

 
South and East Bristol Foodbank has appointed a new Deputy Manager and is operating from six outlets. Food 
was supplied to 1,771 people in April, and face-to-face support services are now  re-opening. 

 Give thanks for the new Deputy Manager, and pray for the increasing numbers of clients  accessing 
support and advice as services open up again. 

 
A new project, 'Homes not Houses', has seen inHope working with many organisations to set up  supported 
accommodation for vulnerable people. This model has proved successful, and it is hoping to build up partnership 
with Churches in Bristol to identify potential properties. 

 Pray for Bristol Churches to join the action.           

 
Investors in Volunteers 

• Pray for Amelia as she works with inHope staff and volunteers over the next year towards  achieving this 
award. 
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Ruslan Telpiz, Moldova 

 

The ministry with teenagers is going very well and is growing. The numbers attending 

the Friday evening meetings have increased from 12 to 80 in the past year. At the 

meetings, there are Bible studies and discussion about subjects that are important to 

the young people and they are excited about this teaching. They also play games 

and have a snack. Several young people have accepted Jesus as their Lord and 

Saviour. 

The Day Care Centre for socially vulnerable children, an after-school ministry, is going very well too. Ruslan is 

happy that good friendships are also being formed with the children’s parents. 

Ruslan says: ‘The past year was very hard for many people. The drought in Moldova and the pandemic affected 

us greatly, but we thank St Michael’s Church for helping the poor people. We were able to help widows and poor 

families in four villages with briquettes to heat their houses and a lot of families had food parcels.’ 

A current difficulty is that there is not enough space for the church’s growing ministries. They are praying for a 

new building, a Multifunctional Centre, where the church could work with people of all ages – children, teenagers 

and adults. There are also a lot of lonely elderly people who nobody cares for. The church is seeking how to help 

them. 

Ruslan and Larisa are thrilled that some of their family members who were opposed to the gospel have recently 

shown interest, including Ruslan’s sister and brother-in-law and Larisa’s aunt, who was recently baptised. 

 

Prayer requests: 

 For a Multifunctional Centre to be built near the church, which would enable the ministry to be extended.  

 For a care home centre for seniors in Gotesti village. 

 For the teenagers in the youth group – for more of them to come to the Lord and grow in faith. 

 

 

 

Epaphras Trust – El-Shaddai Bible School, India 

 

Having started to ease lockdown restrictions during February and March, Bihar’s state government imposed another 

complete lockdown on 5th May following a sudden and rapid surge in new Covid-19 cases. This has now been 

extended to 25th May.  For EBS this meant closing the school and another race against the clock to get as many 

students as possible back to their homes. For sixteen students this was not possible due to the distance involved so 

they have had to remain on campus. In addition, some staff members plus their families have moved onto the campus 

for safety.  

For those students who can access Wi-Fi some studies are provided by EBS via YouTube and WhatsApp. Every 

effort is made to keep each student connected, by a weekly phone call. This can be difficult because of village 

locations, work, or lack of a phone. The remaining students are focused on improving their tailoring and computer 

skills plus applying themselves to personal study with the assistance of the staff who have remained on campus. 

Recently Yabesh’s wife, mother and son have all tested positive for Covid-19. Thankfully, all are showing signs of 

recovery with no other cases on campus. The team at EBS are facing challenges to their vision and work with the 

realisation that an opportunity is presenting itself for a new and creative way of offering their courses and developing 

their students for ministry. 

 

Prayer points: 

 For protection and safety of all students and staff. 

 For wisdom and patience to see God at work. 

 For compassion for the suffering of neighbours, which will 

include distributing food parcels safely. 
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Peace and Hope Trust 

 

The main impact in Nicaragua of the coronavirus pandemic has been the abrupt   cessation of trade and travel. The 

Trust has been unable to send containers of donated hospital kit and school equipment to Nicaragua in the past year, 

due to government controls. Teams from the UK have been unable to go to Nicaragua to work on the projects, 

including building a new school at San Sebastian, for which St Michael’s HOTC tithe funds have been set aside since 

last year. 

However, by working through local people in Nicaragua whom P&HT knows and trusts, some projects have been 

possible. For example, in January, resources and school uniforms were provided for 5 schools and 270 children. The 

Trust is buying kits for maternity clinics, such as mothers’ smocks and baby clothes, and also toolkits for trainee doctors 

– stethoscopes, blood pressure monitors and other equipment. The Trust has paid the expenses of Nicaraguan medics 

to travel out    to the remote communities where the Trust would normally serve. 

Thankfully, the Trust’s day centre (Casa Rahab) for vulnerable girls in Granada, Nicaragua has operated largely 

undisturbed by the virus. 

 
Prayer requests:  

 Pray for a rapid restoration of safe international travel, so that the Peace and 
Hope Trust can expand its projects.  

 Pray also for improved relations with the Nicaraguan government, who mistrust 
foreign interventions, even from Christian NGOs. 

 Pray for the recently started programme to donate vaccines to Nicaragua from COVAX. 

 Pray for Casa Rahab and its work to support vulnerable girls. 
 

 

Upcott 

Zoom Discipleship and Mentoring 
This time last year we were running Discipleship groups, then in the summer we ran our weeks online, but by the Autumn things 

were changing again. We noticed a desire for genuine connection among our young people. The Zoom groups we were running 

were not meeting the current need so now most of our online work is in the form of one to ones with those doing A levels, at 

university, on a year out, or older. We have seen people grow in their relationship with Jesus, have encounters with the Holy Spirit, 

experience physical healing, etc. during these times. These have been really precious times and a wonderful way of implementing 

the vision. 

At the other end of the spectrum we’ve begun larger group meetings on Zoom called, “An Evening with….” The aim of these 

meetings is to introduce our young people to people who are living their lives for Jesus in other parts of the world. 

Upcott Weeks: We are still hoping to run the Weeks in person this year but that is obviously dependent on how the unlocking 

proceeds. 

House: The Beacon is sold! We completed on Friday 5th February 2021. The Lord told us it would be a smooth transition and that 

has been our experience the whole way through. The new owners are delighted, and we’re excited about the new things the Lord 

has in store for the Trust. 

New vision statement 

We now have a new vision statement and strapline. We feel that the vision statement more accurately reflects what has always 

been the core vision of Upcott. Our passion is to create an environment where young people encounter Jesus, choose Him, love 

Him above everything else, are conformed into His likeness, serve Him with joy, discover their gifts, form lifelong godly friendships, 

and learn to enable others to do the same. 

 

New strapline: Helping form lifelong followers of Jesus 

 

Prayer points:  
 For God’s blessing on the online work. 

 For wisdom for the Upcott Weeks. 

 Direction for the future. 

 Courage to keep on embracing change. 

 


