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UNiViDA, Fortaleza, Brazil 

The children have now returned to school, the younger children are very keen to get back into the 
classroom, and the new students are timid, but ready to go. However, it is the older children who 
have struggled the most. They have had less support for their studies at home, together with the poor 
quality of online classes from the state school. They have felt more of the pressure of the pandemic 
than the younger children, and many seem to be depressed and lacking motivation. If they do not 
take steps forward now, they can encounter a lack of self-confidence and regret, which in the favela 
can easily lead to criminal activity and substance abuse. 
 
The pandemic has bought fear and suffering to the community. One student has lost both 
grandparents, two uncles and a cousin to the virus. The city of Fortaleza has levels of hunger not 
seen for a long time, partly due to inflation and supply issues. The amount of food given to each child 
for their meal has increased as many have been asking for seconds. 
Repairs and repainting have been carried out on some of the buildings at the project. 
 
Prayer requests: 

 That the children, especially the older ones, will readjust to 
being back in the classroom again. 

 For funds for the planned kitchen renovation. 

 For the landscaping work to start on the prayer garden. 

 For relief of hunger and suffering caused by the pandemic 
in the city. 

 
 

 

Peace and Hope Trust 

Valeria reports that levels of infection and of serious illness from COVID have increased suddenly 

and significantly in Nicaragua. Jacob’s mother died from it recently, and his father is still unwell. The 

Director of Paz y Esperanza School in Bluefields is still recovering from COVID and several staff are 

unwell. The ongoing work at Casa Rahab is continuing to support young girls. 

Vaccines are slowly becoming available and over 30s are being encouraged to receive the vaccine. 

There are plans for a new clinic near Bluefields and for a primary school to be upgraded in San 

Sebastian.  

Containers and other supplies are still unable to be delivered by the Peace and Hope Trust due to 

government restrictions. However there are elections due to take place in November which could 

affect these restrictions. 

 
Prayer requests:  

 Pray for a rapid restoration of safe international travel, so that the Peace 
and Hope Trust can expand its projects.  

 Pray for those staff who are still suffering from COVID that they will 
recover quickly so schools and other essential programmes can continue. 

 Pray for COVID rates to diminish. 

 Pray for those working on the new projects. 

 Pray for the supply and roll out of vaccinations to continue and that the community will 
respond to the request to be vaccinated. 

 Pray for Casa Rahab and its work to support vulnerable girls. 

 Pray for the upcoming elections that they will be held safely. 

 Pray that following the election there will be some relaxation of the rules affecting imports, 
such that containers with essential supplies can reach Nicaragua safely. 
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Network Counselling and Training, Bristol 

There continues to be a huge demand for affordable counselling, which Network is working hard to keep up with. 
We know that clients are coming to us in considerable distress, much of which continues to reflect the accumulated 
stresses of the past year and a half of pandemic conditions. At present 58% of our clients are reporting suicidal 
ideation or self-harm when they come to our service. Our new Head of Counselling Tricia Worthington and the 
whole team are working hard to ensure our service remains a safe, warm place for clients to receive help.  
 
We are also welcoming students to a new academic year, including a second cohort of Advanced Diploma students 
for the first time. Network training enjoys an excellent reputation from introductory course to Advanced Diploma, 
and we are privileged to be able to support students as they train to offer highly skilled support in their communities 
and as professionals. 
 
“Life hasn’t gotten any easier but I’m better equipped to handle it now. I’ve learnt how to ride the surf instead of 
being constantly knocked over and [I’m] much more peaceful now as a result. I am very grateful for the professional 
care my counsellor and the Network team showed.” A Network client 
 
Prayer requests:  

 That the Counselling team are strengthened and supported by 
Tricia’s leadership, the whole of Network and the community of 
prayerful and financial support that upholds Network’s work. 

 That Network finds a committed and skilled Fundraiser to join the 
team and raise the vital funds needed to continue to deliver the 
work. 

 That the coming few months give space for the new team members to settle in and bring their valuable 
skills and experience to the Network family. 

 

 

Upcott, Bristol 

New Vision Statement - Upcott is a youth charity; our passion is to create an environment where young people 
encounter Jesus, choose Him, love Him above everything else, are conformed into His likeness, serve Him with 
joy, discover their gifts, form lifelong godly friendships, and learn to enable others to do the same. 
 
Summer 2021 - Due to COVID-19 the Summit Centre had to cancel our weeks this summer, so we opted to run 
two non-residential weeks in Bristol. 
 
Online - Our online work continues to thrive; one to one mentoring, discipleship Zooms, and “An Evening with…” 
have all been very successful. Mentoring online is extremely effective and an efficient use of time. We’ve seen 
many significant encounters with the Holy Spirit during these sessions. 
 
Young Leader Development Programme - The overall aim is to develop leaders who 
can lead within the context of Upcott. However, many of these young people already lead 
in other contexts and we believe this course will help them be more effective in those 
settings as well. 
The course will run in small groups on Zoom, plus residentials, and we have some great 
speakers lined up. We will be looking at subjects such as, the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and the character of a leader. 
 
Prayer requests: 

 For the Zoom programme this autumn 

 For the young people going to university this year 

 For the young people, that their relationship with Jesus would continue to grow 

 For the development of the young leaders programme 
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Ruslan and Larisa Telpiz, Moldova 

Ruslan and Larisa had a busy summer running camps for children and teenagers. Weekly youth meetings have 
continued through the year and are flourishing. A new youth group has recently been started by Ruslan in an 
adjacent village. Another new initiative is Taekwondo lessons combined with Bible studies. These lessons started 
in September in Gotesti and Chircani churches for groups of children and young people. With support from St 
Michael’s, the churches have continued to give aid to people in need. This outreach has expanded to reach four 
villages. Those in the greatest need have been given food parcels and/or young chickens to raise for eggs and 
then meat. There were opportunities for church members delivering this aid to share the gospel. 
 
The Day Care ministry continues to make a positive difference in the lives of socially vulnerable children. Larisa 
has identified a need for counselling and mentoring for children who have emotional, behavioural and/or spiritual 
problems and she has recently started this new aspect of ministry. 
 
Prayer requests: 

 For the children and leaders at the Day Care Centre. For Larisa as she expands 
this ministry, to do counselling and mentoring with children who have emotional 
and spiritual problems. 

 For the new Taekwondo/Bible study classes which have started in the church this 
Autumn. 

 For the youth groups – for the teenagers to come to the Lord and grow in faith. 

 For strength and good health for Ruslan and Larisa in their busy lives, as they constantly serve other 
people and seek to plant and grow God’s kingdom. 

 

The Brickworks  

The Brickworks continues to support church led projects in South Sudan and in refugee camps in Uganda.  It 
supports four schools in refugee camps managed by the Diocese of KajoKeji which has been in exile since 2017 
due to civil war. The schools have had a difficult year due to COVID restrictions and have been closed again for 
several months. They have been running agricultural programmes to teach the children while they cannot attend 
school. They aim to return to school in February 2022.  In refugee camps, discipleship training for youth in small 
numbers has been able to continue, and more sessions are planned for before Christmas.  Also, in Uganda, support 
has continued for theology students at Bishop Allison Theological College which is still in exile. The Brickworks 
supports several students studying professional courses in health and education. 
 
Meanwhile in Yei, South Sudan, The Brickworks continues to support church Primary Schools which are open, but 
the children have missed a lot of their education in the last 18 months. The Martha Clinic in Yei continues to be busy 
and, due to high inflation, the patients cannot pay as much as they used to for treatment. People are finding it too 
expensive to buy enough food. Malnutrition rates are high, making people more vulnerable to disease. The 
Brickworks pays staff salaries and supplies medicines and PPE to enable the clinic to continue to function. The 
logistics for this are challenging but a recent order of medicines was delivered safely by road as the border is now 
open and there seem to be fewer armed gangs attacking vehicles. The eye clinic organised a cataract camp in early 
summer and 130 patients received their sight.   
 
Prayer requests: 

 That the road from Uganda remains safer so that transportation remains easier for food and medicine 

delivery to Yei. 

 For security to return to South Sudan. 

 For the churches that they can reach out to their communities to share 

God’s love in these hard times.  

 For a reduction in COVID infections and for vaccinations to reach South 

Sudan and refugee camps. 

 For schools in refugee camps to re-open in February 2022. 

 For enough funding in 2022 to keep the support for Martha Clinic going.   
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SIITA Nest, Uganda 
 

Schools were expected to re-open in January 2022 when teachers had been vaccinated. However on 14 October 
the President changed the plan and schools will only re-open when 7m Ugandans have been vaccinated; to date 
only 2.4m Ugandans have received a jab and it is difficult to see the new target being achieved until well into next 
year. In the meantime many teachers have left the profession and some schools will have great difficulty finding 
teachers when they do re-open. During Uganda’s second lockdown, online learning has become more common, 
which presents challenges to SIITA Nest in terms of both computers and affording the internet costs. 
The tomato and vegetable growing projects are going well and the produce should start to be harvested at the end 
of October.  
 
There have recently been four more cases of COVID19 in the home and all the children have had to quarantine. 
Praise God that those infected have responded well to treatment and are recovering.  
Daily devotions/prayers have continued with the older children taking on leadership and discipleship roles. Alice 
reports that this has helped most of the children to grow spiritually. 
 
The Heart of the Community Centre in Sironko still needs some internal work (finishing the floor, doors and painting) 
before it can start operating. The good news is that construction of the toilet block started in September and it is 
already up to ‘beam’ (base of the roof) level.  

 
Prayer requests: 

 For schools and colleges to re-open as soon as possible and for the provision of 
good tuition and necessary scholastic materials. 

 For completion of Siita Heart of the Community in Sironko so that it can obtain 
an official licence to operate. 

 For staff to have knowledge, wisdom, understanding, resilience and courage as 
they serve the full purpose that God has for them, nurturing the children’s faith and spiritual resilience.  

 
“Amidst these times of lockdown, people need spiritual strengthening and it is prayer that achieves this”.  

 

 

 

b.friend, Bristol 

Hello, my name is Nic Hope and I am the new Project Manager. I started at the beginning of 
October and am slowly getting accustomed to all of the ins and outs of the project. I was a 
befriender myself and also an English teacher to asylum seekers and so have a little experience 
of the world in which asylum seekers live and the issues they face and am excited by the prospect 
of being able to both better their lives and wellbeing and also help transform our communities by 
giving people an opportunity to befriend. 
 
As we slowly emerge from Covid, b.friend finds itself in the wonderful position of being able to 
refresh the ways we operate a little, of aiming to match more partners, of streamlining what our 
being part of Bridge for Communities means and I’m excited to be doing some more volunteer training in the next 
month to six weeks.  
 
Prayer requests: 

 That Nic settles into her role quickly and gets fully up to speed on where b.friend is and how to develop it.  

 That b.friend would be able to both receive and match more referrals to a 
befriender.  

 That as a whole, Bridges for Communities would impact even more in the 
city. 
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inHope, Bristol 

Staff are settled back in the refurbished offices upstairs in Carpenter House, and downstairs the Wild Goose 
reopened on 6th September to serve around 400 breakfasts and lunches a week, mostly takeaway but with a small 
capacity for guests to sit inside. Showers can be booked and clothing and sleeping bags are being handed out on 
request. Planning is ongoing to safely reopen the indoor café fully as winter approaches, and to restart the evening 
service. Staff are getting to know regular clients and beginning to engage with them. The new toilets and showers are 
much appreciated. 

 Give thanks for the refurbished premises and pray for health of staff and volunteers as we go into winter 
and the need increases. 

 
Val and Trudy are still working to support Spring of Hope clients and are continuing to progress plans with the UK 
Health Security Agency for re-opening of the building. 

 Pray for successful completion of the planning stage to enable safe re-opening 

 
The Life Recovery Team has found premises and is fundraising for alterations to make it suitable for the re-start of 
face-to-face courses before the end of the year. 

 Give thanks for the building, and pray for the successful re-start of courses 

 
Generous Harvest Donations from many Bristol churches have been helpful for restocking the South and East 
Bristol Foodbank in the face of ever-increasing demand. 

 Give thanks for full shelves and pray for continued support. 

 

inHope is leading the Homes not Houses project and invited Church Leaders to take part in the “Bristol Housing 
Festival” on 21st October in the Cathedral. We look forward to hearing the outcome. 

 Pray for all participating Churches and groups to work well together for 
successful outcomes.           

 
Bristol Churches Winter Night Shelter is gearing up to go into operation from 1st November to 31st March with  
B & B accommodation in single rooms. There will be three phases, with many volunteers needed to cover the shifts. 

 Pray for plans to go well as the shelter opens. 

 

Sarah and John Sutton, Tonypandy 

Thank you for your continued support. In August we celebrated our first year for Clwb 
Coffi. It was good to celebrate all that God has done.  

We are so very grateful for the money we received from St Michael’s to spend on 
rent for our building and machines, please pass on our thanks to everyone. 

We have begun hosting Chamber of Trade meetings in Clwb Coffi and are excited 
for how we can help regenerate our town. Plans include: a Christmas market, 
discounts in businesses for those signing up for Chamber of Trade and more. 

We continue to build our relationships with people in Clwb Coffi and have now had several people come along to 
church who we have met in Clwb Coffi. Super exciting!  

Prayer requests: 

 For strength for John and I as we continue to grieve the loss of our son and try and carry on with our 
responsibilities etc. 

 For the Hope Church Rhondda Trebanog congregation – it’s been hugely successful with lots of kids and 
teenagers turning up. John led worship there recently and we’d love prayer for that place. It’s a very deprived 
estate and has a bad reputation locally. 

 For opportunities with the Chamber of Trade for us to regenerate Tonypandy. 

 For relationships with regulars in Clwb Coffi, that we could carry on inviting them to church and show them 
a Godly, peaceful space where they can spend time. 
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Rocks family, Florianopolis, Brazil 

We are doing well and have had a busy schedule, during which we held a discipleship school for 5 months and 
also led a marriage course which was greatly appreciated. The children are back at school now and doing well.  
We are focusing on evangelism and consolidating the church leadership team over the next few months and are 
also working at reconnecting with church members now we can meet in person. We are planning another New 
Wine Discipleship School to start in March 2022. 
Our long-term plan is to grow the local church and reach out to the local community, develop a training centre, and 
plant congregations across Greater Florianopolis. We plan to buy some land to build a church and training centre. 
Once we have bought the land, we plan to initially use a tent structure and then construct a warehouse type building 
when the funds allow. The church plant on the mainland has started up again, but we lack a church planter/leader 
to lead it.  
 
We are delighted that Andy and Katiane Walsh will be joining us in January as new CMS mission partners to help 
with outreach and social justice. 
We are hoping there will be a possibility that teams will be able to come in 2022 and that St Michael ’s can send a 
team. We are also hoping it will be possible for a Gap Year volunteer to join us in 2022 to help with the New Wine 
Discipleship School.  
We are hoping that travel restrictions will remain lifted so that we can have home 
leave later in 2022.    
                                                                                                                             
Prayer requests: 

 Pray that we thrive as a family and stay close to the Lord. 

 Pray for refreshing rest, clarity and energy for    the work that God has called 
us to do. 

 Pray for our outreach here, that more people would come to know Jesus. 

 Pray for wisdom and provision for buying land and developing the building for the church and training 
centre. 

 Pray for Andy and Katiane as they join us in January. 
 

 

Epaphras Trust – El-Shaddai Bible School, India 

At the end of June, 38 students were admitted in the Bible school. Now after three months we can see them growing 
in the Lord and in their studies. The schedule of EBS keeps them busy in various activities. Along with spiritual 
development we are enabling them to grow in other activities like computers, stitching and games. We have 
increased five computers in our computer class. Stitching class is going on well. Library has given our students great 
help to complete their assignments on time. We must enlarge library with good books continuously. 
We are equally thinking to develop sports in EBS. Physical development is important. We want to include table 
tennis, volley ball, Carom board, and badminton. Along with this we are looking forward to develop a music school, 
as we have good musicians and singers who need nurturing and if trained well then we will send anointed worship 
leaders to the future church.  
 
Thanksgiving - Please rejoice with us and give thanks to the Lord for:  

 Teachers and staff, for their dedication to young people. 

 Provisions by which we were able to equip these young men and 

women. 

 Presence of God, without Him we cannot do this. 

Prayer requests: 

 For protection over the campus and on students, teachers & staff. 

 For spiritual atmosphere to reign in hearts to worship the Lord. 

 To know the strategies of the evil one and destroy strongholds in the name of our Lord. 

 Spirit of freedom, joy and love. 

 


