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        Ruslan and Larisa Telpiz, Moldova 
 
 

Ruslan and Larisa Telpiz live in Gotesti, a village in Moldova, which is a small country in 

Eastern Europe, between Romania and Ukraine. Moldova is the poorest country in Europe, 

with very little paid work available and many people leave the country in search of work.  

Ruslan is the Pastor of the Baptist Church in Gotesti. His 

ministry includes leading Sunday services, preaching, 

youth work, baptisms, pastoral care and discipleship of 

church members. He is also involved in outreach and evangelism in Gotesti, Chircani 

and other villages.  

Larisa runs the Day Care Centre for socially vulnerable children. This is an after-school 

ministry held in Gotesti Church, which provides food, games, Bible stories and help with school work, in a caring and 

supportive environment. Larisa also supervises the Sunday School and is involved in the church’s ministry with women 

and families. 

Summer camps 
This year, two camps for children were held in Gotesti 
and one camp in Tiganca, a nearby village where a 
church is being planted.  
 
Day Care Centre 
The ministry is flourishing, with 50 children attending. Many of the children have emotional, behavioural and/or 
spiritual problems because they are neglected by their parents or they have no parents. During the school year 
September 2021 to May 2022, Larisa provided one-to-one counselling for those who requested it, while two other 
church members led the sessions with the children.  
The Day Care Centre continued to be active throughout the summer 

holidays and the children were happy to be there. The plan for the next 

school year, starting in September, is to help the children get to know God 

and his word better. Bible study books have been purchased for the 

different age groups.  

War in Ukraine and ministry with refugees 
Since the war started in February, 450,000 people have fled from Ukraine into Moldova, 
a country with a population of less than 3 million people. Ruslan’s church and other Baptist 
churches have been active in welcoming the guests at the border, providing food, hot 
drinks, other aid and transport to the border with Romania or to accommodation in 
Moldova. Many of these people continued their journey into other countries in Europe, 
some have remained in Moldova temporarily and others have already returned home to 
Ukraine. Moldova is almost surrounded by Ukraine and it is much smaller. There is fear in 
the country about a Russian attack. 
 

Drought and rising costs 
Due to a lack of rain for many months and hot summer weather, there is a severe drought in 
Moldova and the harvest has failed. In addition, prices for everything are increasing markedly. 
Life will be very difficult for people in Moldova this winter.  
 
Many people continue to leave Moldova to seek work and a better life in other countries, leaving behind children, 

elderly and sick people. These groups are the people whom Ruslan and Larisa seek to help through their ministries. 

However, the lack of working-age adults in the village also means there is a shortage of workers in the church. This 

puts pressure on those working with the children, teenagers and elderly people.  
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People helping Ruslan and Larisa in their ministry:                              

Petea and Mariana – Petea was working much of the year in Italy to be able to provide 

for his family, but he wanted to stay in Gotesti to be with his family and help with the 

church’s ministry. Since November 2021, with support from St Michael’s, he has been 

working as Ruslan’s assistant and is a great help to him. Petea’s wife Mariana works with 

Larisa as one of the leaders in the Day Care Centre. 

Denis and Valea – Denis was a long-distance lorry driver but 

after becoming a Christian he felt called to work for the Lord. He is leading the church-

planting work in the village of Tiganca, a few miles from Gotesti. There are groups for 

children and teenagers and church services are being held in rooms rented in a vacant 

building. Valea works as a nurse and will be helping Denis in his ministry.  

Ministry with elderly and sick people 

There are many elderly and lonely people in Gotesti who have nothing. Ruslan 
feels called to start a new ministry to help these people, by providing a cooked 
meal in the church where the hungry and sick can come and not be alone. For 
those who are housebound, it is hoped that church members could take 
cooked food to them in their homes and stay to talk with them. This new 
ministry needs a good team of local volunteers and funding for food and for 
heating the church building.  
 
A message from Ruslan: 

Dear St Michael’s Church, I thank the Lord for each of you, for the big heart you have for mission and 

especially for mission in the Republic of Moldova. Thank you very much for the financial and spiritual 

support for my family, for the Day Care Centre, the children’s camps, the poor and sick people…. Thank 

you for the support given to Petea which is a great help for me and for the church in Gotesti and Chircani. 
 

 

Please pray:   

 Telpiz family and Mary Cottrell, 
 August 2022  
 

 

1. For strength and guidance for Ruslan and Larisa in their busy ministry. 
 
2. For the work of the Day Care Centre. For the children to believe in Jesus 
and to open their hearts to him. Pray especially for more leaders. 
 
 3. For work with the youth group – that seeds of faith would be sown 
before the teenagers finish school or college and leave Moldova to seek 
work in other countries. 
 
4. For the new ministry with elderly and sick people - that a good team 
and funding could be found and that many lonely and poor people would 
benefit from this outreach and service. 
 
5. For provision of food and fuel for the poorest people, to help them 
survive the coming winter. 


